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HONORS COLLEGE GRADUATES 
26 FOR 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR

B Y  A N N I E  M C C O R D

As the past year has been filled with rapid 
changes and uncertainty, the Honors College has 
responded to the challenge by pushing through 
hardships in order to improve this academic 
community and community of Pittsburg State. 
None have exemplified the Honors College 
pillars of Academic Achievement , Involvement & 
Leadership, Service, and Community better than 
the graduating seniors of 2021. 
In all, this graduating class will receive 28 

bachelor’s degrees and 19 minors.
Those graduating this semester deserve 

congratulations not only for completing their 
degrees, but for accomplishing this in the midst 
of a global pandemic and social change, choosing 
to leave Pittsburg State University better than they 
found it. Honorable Mentions recognizes each of 
the graduating seniors for their accomplishments.
Madison DeLissa: DeLissa, a nursing student, 

received a Golden Gorilla and was a finalist for 
the Outstanding Senior award in her time here 
at PSU. She has been involved in Gamma Alpha 
Lambda, Nursing Christian Fellowship, Kansas 
Association of Nursing Students, and led the 

Food Recovery Network Leader. She describes 
the Honors College as a “family” and thanks the 
community for helping her to succeed. DeLissa’s 
future plans include working as a pediatric 
registered nurse at Mercy Hospital in Joplin, 
Missouri.
   (continued on page 3)
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HONORS COLLEGE GRADUATES 26 FOR 
2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR (CONT.)
Travis Linn: Linn majors in Criminal Justice with a 

minor in Psychology, receiving recognition as a Golden 
Gorilla and on the President’s Honor Roll. He has 
served on the Honors College Association executive 
team for three years, as well as that of the Psychology 
and Counseling Society for two years. Linn credits the 
Honors College with “important connections [and] 
networking” as well as a sense of belonging. His future 
plans include working simultaneously on a Masters 
of Business Administration and Juris Doctorate at the 
University of Arkansas starting this fall.
Dylan Gruver: Gruver studies Accounting and 

Finance at PSU and has been recognized academically 
as a Kelce Scholar and on the All-A Dean’s List every 
semester. He has been involved in Sigma Tau Gamma 
as an officer, Student Government Association, 
Student Ambassadors, Omicron Delta Kappan, and 
the Interfraternity Council. For Gruver, the Honors 
College has led to “lifelong friends as well as a purpose 
at PSU.” His future plans include interning at Ernst & 
Young in the Audit/Assurance Services Department and 
beginning coursework towards his MBA.
Josh Tegarden: Tegarden, a Graphic 

Communications student and marketing minor, 
had the opportunity to be a presenter at the Capitol 
Undergraduate Research Day and is a published 
illustrator. He has been involved in Gamma Epsilon Tau 
as an officer and Phi Eta Sigma in his time as a Gorilla. 
The Honors College has helped Tegarden connect with 
campus as he “can walk through campus and wave to at 
least three people” every day. His future plans include 
graduating this spring.
Kelsey Kinkade: Kinkade studied Exercise Science 

with a Pre-Physical Therapy emphasis here at PSU. 
She received academic recognition as a member of Phi 
Eta Sigma, received the MIAA Academic Excellence 
Award every year, made All-A and Dean’s Scholastic 
Honors every year. Kinkade has been involved in Cross 
Country and Track & Field, serving as Cross Country 
captain her senior season. She says she is grateful for 
the Honors College because of “the long-lasting          

                                                                                  
friendships I have created; the valuable mentorships 
I have fostered; and the ambitious personality I have 
cultivated.” Kinkade’s future plans include attending the 
University of Iowa to begin her Doctorate of Physical 
Therapy degree.
Chris Wernimont: Wernimont studies Architectural 

Manufacturing Management and Technology, 
Marketing, and Management, along with a minor in 
Leisure Studies here at PSU. He has been recognized 
with All-A Scholastic Honors, Student Worker of 
the Year Finalist, Outstanding Senior for the Kelce 
College of Business in Marketing & Management, 
and an Outstanding Senior Finalist. Wernimont has 
been involved in SAW Club as an officer, Crimson 
Club, the Honors College Selection committee, Beta 
Gamma Sigma, and Lacrosse Club as an officer, among 
others. He credits the Honors College with helping him 
begin college with a great academic support system. 
Wernimont plans on continuing his education at 
PSU to work towards earning a Master’s of Science in 
Technology and Career Technical Education.
Allie Evans: Evans, a nursing student, has been 
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recognized academically with University Scholastic 
Honors, Departmental Academic Honors, and 
will graduate Summa Cum Laude this spring. As a 
Gorilla, she is involved in the Newman Club. Evans 
thanks the Honors College for the friends she has 
made and the campus involvement it has allowed her. 
She plans on working as a nighttime ER nurse after 
graduation.
Katie Compton: Compton is a Biology major with 

a Pre-Med emphasis, along with minors in Physical 
Science and Chemistry. She has been recognized 
academically as a member of Phi Eta Sigma and 
with Dean’s Scholastic Honors. Compton has been 
involved with Biology Club, Chemistry Club, and the 
Student Government Association in her time at PSU. 
The Honors College has helped her feel a sense of 
belonging at PSU and given her great opportunities 
through Honors classes. Compton’s future plans 
include attending Veterinary School.
Kara Torgler: Torgler, a nursing student, 

has been recognized academically as a Golden 
Gorilla, Outstanding Senior Finalist, with Nursing 
Departmental Honors, and All-A Scholastic Honors. 
She has been involved as President of Gamma 
Alpha Lambda, the Vice President of Nursing Club, 
Crimson Club, an Advancement Ambassador, 
University Ambassador, and HCA officer and 
class representative. Torgler appreciates all of the 
leadership opportunities the Honors College has 
provided her and the friendships she has made. Her 
future plans include passing the NCLEX and moving 
to Tulsa, OK to work in the Med-Surg Telemetry unit 
of the Saint Francis Health System.
Jacob Otter: Otter majors in Mechanical 

Engineering Technology with an emphasis in 
Manufacturing while also minoring in Plastics 
Engineering Technology. Otter has been recognized 
academically through Phi Eta Sigma, HH Harris 
Foundation Scholarship, Martin Family Scholarship 
in Engineering Technology, Maurice V. Regan 
Scholarship, and All-A Scholastic Honors. He 
has been involved in the Lacrosse Club as an 
officer, Society of Plastics Engineers, Society of 
Manufacturing Engineers, Student Government 
Association as a Senator and Justice, and Pi Kappa 
Alpha. Otter is grateful for the “networking with 
other hardworking and driven students” the Honors 

has provided him. His future plans include working 
as a Plant Engineer Intern with Rehrig Pacific 
Company and returning to PSU to complete his 
minor in Plastics Engineering Technology.
Ashlea Large: Large majors in elementary 

education and minors in inclusive education here 
at PSU. She will graduate Magna Cum Laude this 
spring. Large’s extracurricular involvement includes 
the PSU Cheerleading team and Kappa Delta Pi. She 
says is grateful the Honors College has allowed her 
“to meet an incredible group of people and ... the 
opportunities it has presented [her].” Large plans on 
teaching 5th grade math in Carl Junction, MO and 
coaching high school cheerleading after graduation.
Victoria Wright: Wright studies Graphic 

Communications here at PSU with an emphasis 
in Graphic Design. She has been recognized 
academically with All-A Scholastic Honors and 
will be graduating after three years. Wright’s 
extracurricular involvement includes Gamma 
Alpha Lambda, University Ambassadors, Phi Eta 
Sigma, Gamma Epsilon Tau, working as a Resident 
Assistant, and Leading the HCA Community Service 
Team. Wright says, “[The] HCA has given me 
the chance to be a leader and to be part of a great 
community.” Her future plans include moving to 
Murrieta, CA where she will work for and serve in 
a church, while also enjoying the constant sunshine 
and warmth.
Lexington Peterson: Peterson is a Plastics 

Engineering Technology and Polymer Chemistry 
major here at PSU. She has received considerable 
academic recognition as a Golden Gorilla recipient, 
presenter at the Society of Plastics Engineers’ ANTEC 
Conference, and a Student Panelist on behalf of the 
Kansas Technology Center for the Kansas Board 
of Regents, among others. Peterson serves in the 
Student Government Association, Society of Plastics 
Engineers, Alpha Sigma Alpha, Crimson Club, and 
various other organizations. The Honors College has 
impacted her in many ways including allowing her to 
“travel internationally to Germany with other plastics 
students to attend a trade show” and immerse herself 
in a new culture. Peterson’s future plans include 
moving to Cincinnati, Ohio to work at iMFLUX, a 
wholly owned subsidiary of Procter and Gamble to 
work as a Process Engineer. She hopes to continue 
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to push sustainability to the forefront of all of the 
industry’s issues while working there.
Lauren Bryan: Bryan, who studies Graphic 

Communications with an emphasis in Digital Media, 
has achieved All-A Scholastic Honors in her time 
here at Pittsburg State. She has also been involved 
in Gamma Epsilon Tau and Phi Eta Sigma Honors 
Societies. The thing Bryan is most thankful for in 
the Honors College is the community and lifelong 
friendships she has made. Her future plans include 
interning with Christ in Youth over the summer and 
traveling the nation to various events as a Lighting 
Designer.
Patricia Garcia: Garcia is a Finance major with 

a minor in Human Resource Development here at 
PSU, and she will be graduating Magna Cum Laude 
this spring. As a Gorilla, she has been involved as a 
Resident Assistant, an officer for Hispanics of Today, 
Student Government Association, and the Regional 
Business Conference Housing Chair. For Garcia, 
the support from the Honors College has been truly 
appreciated. Her future plans include continuing her 
education at PSU to work on her Masters in Business 
Administration degree.
Andrew Chesney: Chesney majors in Chemistry 

with an emphasis in Biochemistry and Biology, 
along with a minor in Mathematics. He has 
received recognition for All-A Scholastic Honors, 
Outstanding Organic Student of the Year, and 
Outstanding Biochemistry Student of the Year. As 
a Gorilla, Chesney has been involved as an officer 
for Chemistry Club, member of Phi Eta Sigma, Phi 

Kappa Phi, and Kappa Mu Epsilon. He is thankful 
for all of the friendships and sense of community the 
Honors College has provided. Chesney’s future plans 
include attending the University of Oklahoma this fall 
to pursue a PhD in chemistry and biochemistry.
Edith Sigler: Sigler is a Music Performance 

major with an emphasis in Violin and has minors 
in Chemistry and Physical Science as well. She has 
been recognized with All-A Scholastic Honors, 
Outstanding String Student, Outstanding Music 
Theory Student, Outstanding Music History Student, 
and Priscilla Schrag Music Student of the Year. In 
Sigler’s time at PSU, she has participated in the 
Litchfield Mining Company music group, Phi Eta 
Sigma, Phi Kappa Phi, Omicron Delta Kappa, and 
the PSU Wildlife and Fisheries Society, among others. 
Sigler describes, ”the Honors College has been one 
of the most rewarding aspects of my college career,” 
because of the relationships she has made amongst 
her peers and support from her professors. Her future 
plans include attending medical school.
Brandon Lee: Lee majors in Graphic 

Communications with emphases in Digital Media, 
Web/Interactive Media, and Graphics Management 
while also minoring in Business. He has been 
recognized academically with All-A Scholastic 
Honors for 3 semesters, Dean’s Scholastic Honors 
for 2 semesters, and has been nominated for 
Student Employee of the Year. As a Gorilla, Lee has 
been involved in Sigma Tau Gamma as an officer, 
Homecoming Committee Executive Board, Greek 
Week Committee Executive Board, and Student 
Government Association. Lee says, “None of my 
accomplishments would be possible without the 
good faith in me from the organization as a whole, 
and for that I am eternally grateful,” with regards 
to the Honors College. He plans on continuing his 
education at PSU to work on his Masters in Business 
Administration.
Andrea Chestnut: Chestnut, a History and 

Government Education major, has received academic 
recognition as a member of the NCAA DII All-
Academic Women’s Cross Country Team, All-MIAA 
Athletic Honors, MIAA Academic Excellence, MIAA 
Scholar Athlete, Chi Alpha Sigma, All-A Scholastic 
Honors Recipient, and a Presenter at the Kansas 
Association of Historians Conference. She has 
been involved with the Cross Country team, Track 
and Field team, and as an officer for Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes. Chestnut finds the opportunity 



6PSU Honors College Newsletter - Spring 2021

to be a part of the Honors College most meaningful 
because it has allowed her to graduate from PSU 
debt-free. Her future plans include interning for 
the upcoming year at Camp Sonshine in Lincoln, 
Nebraska.
Brooks Neria: Neria majors in General Studies 

with emphases in Social Science, Biology, and 
Philosophy here at PSU. His campus involvement 
includes membership in the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Club. According to Neria, the most important aspect 
of the Honors College has been the community it 
has provided for him. In the future, he plans to teach 
English.
Camille Holman: Holman is a Plastics Engineering 

Technology and Polymer Chemistry major here 
at PSU. She has been recognized academically as a 
Golden Gorilla and Outstanding Senior Finalist. 
Her extracurricular involvement includes the 
Student Body Vice President, Panhellenic President, 
HCA Class Representative, Crimson Club, and 
Advancement Ambassadors, among others. Holman 
appreciates the financial support and friendships 
the Honors College has provided over the years. Her 
future plans include working to design tooling for 
a custom injection molding plant in Northwestern 
Arkansas.
Sarah Wilkinson: Wilkinson majors in Biology 

with a Pre-Med emphasis and Spanish, along with 
minors in Public Health, Chemistry, and Physical 
Science. She has been recognized as a Golden Gorilla, 
All-A Scholastic Honors, and Honors College Level 
of Distinction, among others. Wilkinson has been 
involved as a Gorilla through Biology Club as an 
officer, Pre-Med Club as an officer, Chemistry Club, 
Phi Eta Sigma, Phi Kappa Phi, Omicron Delta 
Kappa, as a Student Ambassador, and Pitt Pal, 
among many others. She is grateful for the family-like 
atmosphere and constant support the Honors College 
has provided her. Wilkinson’s future plans include 
attending the Oklahoma State University Center for 
Health Sciences to become a Doctor of Osteopathic 
Medicine.
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STUDENTS READ ORWELL AND MORE IN 
HONORS ENGLISH COURSE

B Y  L E A N N  T R O U T

In light of the Covid-19 prevention procedures 
still in place for campus this semester, this course 
was conducted completely online. Although this 
might have been one of those courses that would 
have seen its most potential as an in-person class, 
it did not suffer from the change of distribution as 
others might have. According to Dr. McCallum, 
this year’s class usually did pretty well regarding 
attendance and participation while on the Zoom 
call. Class met Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 
and each 50 minute portion of the class was 
primarily dedicated to discussions concerning 
required reads assigned to the students throughout 
the semester. This semester the material covered 
began with Teaching a Stone to Talk by Annie 
Dillard, a philosophical and biological perspective 
on the profound paradox of man, nature, and 
psyche as observed in majority through the author’s 
study of the Galapagos Islands. Then the class read 
and discussed Norah Vincent’s Self-made Man: One 
Woman’s Year Disguised as a Man, George Orwell’s 
1984, and lastly Kazuo Ishiguro’s futuristic novel 
Never Let Me Go, a story about a secluded group 
of students somewhere in England who are raised 
solely for the purpose of donating their vital organs 
later in life. 
The first read was selected to appeal to the 

masses, as the majority of the class roster this 
semester was composed of biology students. As a 
biology student, this book was appealing regarding 
the author’s diction as at times the voice was not 
far off from the eclectic narration found in almost 
every biology documentary produced on this 
planet. However, the insight into the relationship 
between the physical and psychological provided 
by this book is far from the corny analogies from 
the aforesaid biology documentaries. Dillard 

compares macro biology and its function to the 
microscopic trivialities of daphneae whose dance-
like movements and fast-paced lifestyle seem much 
like the confused hubbub of humanity’s hustle and 
bustle of life. It is a very poetic read that is sure to 
capture the hearts of biology and English students 
alike.
One of the other books enjoyed by the majority of 

the class was George Orwell’s 1984. The dystopian 
classic follows the life of Winston Smith, a member 
of “The Party,” a group with hierarchical sections 
(the Inner and Outer Party) which determines 
regulations the members of Oceania must follow. 
Oceania is in a continuous state of war (but 
with whom exactly, it is uncertain) and Orwell 
paints a bleak picture of life plagued by strict 
rules determined to keep order and ignorance in 
society. Throughout the span of the novel, Honors 
Compers were challenged to think about the 
applications of the book regarding real life. One of 
the challenges Dr. McCollum presented required 
the students to imagine themselves in the place 
of Winston when he is being interrogated in the 
infamous Room 101. Room 101 is a room in the 
Ministry of Love that pits you against your worst 
fear. This is done in order to force you to hate or 
wish harm on your loved one; it is believed that 
only by denouncing the feelings you have towards 
your lover or loved ones will you be able to love Big 
Brother (the symbolic figurehead for the Party). 
Students had a fun time telling the class their worst 
fears, and pondering on the question of if they 
would be willing to face their fears in order to save 
their loved ones. 
Along with the required reads, we also watched 

a fair amount of films throughout the semester. 
These films included Little Miss Sunshine (2006), 
Richard Jewell (2019), and Never Let Me Go (2010). 
Additionally, we were asked to write four different 
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HONORS AMERICAN HISTORY: 
A STUDENT REVIEW

essays with very different topics throughout the 
semester. The first focused on a prompt of your 
choice from the following categories: “epiphany,” 
“living in the past,” “armchair anthropology,” 
“trend/counter trend,” and “rebel, rebel.” The next 
essay asked you to comment on the difference 
between male and female mannerisms provided a 
context of your choice. This coincided nicely with 
reading the Vincent piece. The third essay required 
students to tell a large-scale lie and sell it based on 
the manipulation of data and other resources to 
make the lie sound plausible. Finally, the last essay 
functioned as a means to relate the content of one 
of the films watched in class to something observed 

about society. 
This class kept students engaged and very busy. 

It is a significant amount of writing, especially 
for those not pursuing an English major, but 
is ultimately a good class to take. If you want a 
fun class to challenge you in different ways, take 
Honors English Composition whenever available.

B Y  B R A D E N  Z A N E R

More times than not, the worries of the past 
seem trivial in retrospect. At the semi-recent 
honors college interview day I was reminded of a 
fear that nagged at my conscience in the months 
leading up to college. Easily, the most common 
question I received that day was how hard are 
the honors classes? I myself wondered about this 

before my freshman year, fearing an overwhelming 
course load and endless hours of studying for 
impossibly difficult honors exams. Now that I’m 
nine hours deep in Honors curriculum, I realize 
that taking non-conventional classes through 
the Honors College might have been one of 
the smartest decisions I’ve ever made. Honors 
American History serves as a prime example of 
this. The coursework is pointed yet intellectually 
stimulating, as it makes me truly think more than 
any history class before it.

Honors American History is taught by Professor 
Kris Lawson, who’s lectured at Pitt State for 
12 years. Personally, I feel Lawson provides 
everything I need to succeed as a student and 
more. She constantly demonstrates her knowledge 
on history, using slideshows only as supplemental 
material. It’s clear that she could give lessons 
without them if she needed to, avoiding a pitfall 
I’ve seen many history professors fall into. Her 
lessons parallel our weekly readings, but also 
divert from the book in meaningful ways, allowing 
us to explore both different topics and different 
interpretations of the past. Lawson clearly loves 
history itself and that shines through in her 
teaching, which creates an infatuating classroom 
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COVID-19 SPARKS UNIQUE HCA 
COMMUNITY SERVICE INITIATIVES

environment.
But what of the class itself? Honors History 

follows a fairly consistent schedule. Weeks are 
composed of three classes, two in-person and one 
via Zoom. The two in-person classes are lecture 
based, and take about 45 minutes on average. 
Within these lectures Lawson presents material 
that the class then interprets. One example of 
this is when the class connected the 1936 film 
Modern Times to the historical events transpiring 
around the time of its creation. The Friday Zoom 
class is discussion based, and usually furthers 
the discussions started throughout the week. 
Lawson allows honors students to create their own 
conclusions by lightly guiding conversations with 
thought provoking questions. Students also must 
read a chapter from our Macmillan textbook and 
take the accompanying quiz each week. These 
quizzes are only graded for participation, simply 
demonstrating a rough understanding of the topic. 
This outside of class work takes about one hour a 
week.

Speaking personally, I have zero regrets about 
taking Honors American History. It’s been a joy 
to learn in, but never felt burdensome in my busy 
schedule. Perhaps the best way to sum up this 
review is with a quote from Lawson herself. She 
said, “In a normal year we would have nothing but 
discussion… but you all still make connections 
without me having to prompt you to make those 
discussions. I feel like I’m able to give you a wider 
variety of material. In a typical non-COVID year 
we’d be listening to a lot of music and comparing 
it to the events going on in those eras, and for 
Honors students that’s playtime. I just love it, I’m 
the luckiest person in the world, I get paid to do 
the job that I love.”

B Y  A M A N D A  T R O U T

Covid-19 created a university atmosphere 
that had never before been experienced by the 
current generation of college-aged students. 
With this new atmosphere came a variety of 
challenges: transitions to online learning, online 
club meetings, virtual events. While the struggles 
of the pandemic certainly changed the way the 
Honors College approached its community service 
projects, they failed to stop the strength and 
ingenuity of the HCA students.

Take, for example, Honors College junior 
Kinsey Morey. Kinsey serves as the president of 
Natural Ties, an organization dedicated to creating 
bonds between students and “ties,” or people in 
the Pittsburg/Southeast Kansas community with 
developmental disabilities. Morey, along with 

other HCA students, helped facilitate several 
online and socially-distanced events over the 
course of the year, such as bingo nights and 
online dance parties. At the beginning of the fall 
semester, the ties were treated to a “welcome back 
parade” where students held hand-made signs 
and sent participants away with a bag filled with 
goodies. This event would lead the organization 
to win the “Community Impact Award” at PSU’s 
student leadership awards ceremony. Kinsey 
Morey also recieved an individual award for her 
leadership prowess she demonstrated as president 
of Natural Ties.

Another of the main community service 
initiatives the Honors College participated in 
during the pandemic was a series of card drives for 
the residents of Via Christi Village led by Honors 
College senior Madison DeLissa. DeLissa has 
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been the primary contact with Via Christi Village 
for the past three years, initially taking groups of 
Honors College students to the nursing home to 
entertain residents with conversation and games. 
Covid-19 led to a ban on visitors to Via Christi 
Village, so DeLissa started the card drives to 
maintain communication with the residents even 
in these troubling times. Honors College students 
made cards for a variety of events, including 
Halloween and Christmas.

There were many other community service 
projects that occured this year, like a canned food 
drive and a window chalking event. Each one of 
them expressed a creativity and ingenuity that it is 
nice to have in the students of the Honors College. 
Here’s looking to next year, where more unique 
opportunities for community service are sure to be 
waiting!
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B Y  E V A N  T A Y L O R

One of the most important aspects of the 
Honors College is the ability to properly evaluate 
the applicants and reach a decision that will serve 
to improve the already outstanding collection of 
existing students. With the challenges brough 
about by COVID-19, it was beginning to look 
more difficult to manufacture a talent pool like 
the Honors College had done in years past. 
Because of COVID, many high school students 
were prevented from taking standardized tests. 
This faced the Honors College with an obstacle, 
as students who would traditionally meet our 
score requirements for admission were stuck a 
couple points beneath the threshold with little 
opportunities to improve their scores. Noticing 
that our current requirements for admission 
into the Honors College were not yielding a 
deep pool of applicants, Dr. Fuchs proposed 
the idea of temporarily adjusting our guidelines 
to cater to the talented students who could 
serve our organization but were excluded from 
consideration because of the consequences 
of the pandemic. Dr. Fuchs took the pulse of 
the current members to see where we stood 
on adjustments to our requirements. We felt, 
collectively, that modifications would serve to 
benefit the association in the long run, so to 
help assist in finding promising students, Dr. 
Fuchs created a First and Second Consideration 
category. First consideration students were to have 
a super scored 28 on the ACT and a minimum 
of a 3.5 unweighted GPA. These students would 
naturally be considered for admission into the 
honors college before the students in the second 

consideration category. Those students were to 
have a minimum super score of 25 to 27 on the 
ACT and a minimum 3.5 unweighted GPA. Select 
students in this group would be added to the 
applicant pool to produce a typical number of 
Honors College applicants.

While classroom performance is a key feature in 
the evaluation of potential members, the annual 
interview day serves as another big component in 
the evaluation process. The interview day allows 

some of the current members, faculty, and Dr. 
Fuchs to get a feel for the type of young men and 
women in consideration. Can these individuals 
communicate effectively? Are they personable? 
Can they leave a legacy on the Honors College? 
With COVID still very at large it was beginning 
to come a concern if these questions could be 
answered like they traditionally have been. The 
last thing Dr. Fuchs and the rest of the HCA 

HONORS COLLEGE 

INTERVIEW DAY 2021
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

wanted was to have to interview these students 
over zoom or some other virtual method. That 
first interaction is just so special. Fortunately, the 
green light was given to conduct the interview day 
in person, observing the university’s face covering 
guidelines. The event was also moved into the 
ballroom in the Overman Student Center to allow 
for more space and chance to spread out if need 
be. The questions presented to the students during 
the interview were revised and edited by the 

2020 Cohort in their fall Honors College course 
to hopefully facilitate a more natural and less 
stressful conversation for the student.

With the help of the adjustments to the 
requirements and ability to have an in-person 
interview, the 2021 Cohort was selected. We are 
incredibly excited to see what they accomplish in 
their time at Pittsburg State.

B Y  A M A N D A  T R O U T

Another semester has gone by, and with it we 
present another edition of our Honors College 
newsletter, Honorable Mentions. To start off, I 
would like to thank the members of the HCA 
Public Relations committee for their efforts 
throughout the semester, especially when it 
came to writing many of the above articles. I 
would also like to extend a special thank you to 
Grace Haworth, who designed this semester’s 
newsletter layout. The addition of a pre-made 
layout made the entire production process 
much simpler for everyone involved, and it 
is definitely something we will continue to 
implement.
I would also like to extend a thank you to Dr. 

Fuchs, our current Honors College director, 
and the current students and alumni that read 
this newsletter. Dr. Fuchs does so much for 
the Honors College, and he assisted a lot in 
gathering resources for these articles, especially 
the list of graduating members. Our current 

students and alumni are always supportive of 
this newsletter’s mission–to bring updates on 
Pittsburg State University’s Honors College 
to anyone who desires to keep in touch–and 
I hope the articles we have presented in this 
issue speak to that mission and the mission 
of the Honors College as a whole. Thanks 
to everyone who took the time to read this 
edition of Honorable Mentions, and watch for 
our Fall 2021 issue at the end of next semester.


