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CLASS OF 2023 INTERVIEWS 
FOR THE HONORS COLLEGE

B Y  S A R A H  C A S E

Honors College Interview Day was instituted 
when Dr. Fuchs became our director in 2010 and 
remains an important part of our admission pro-
cess today. Not only does this day help potential 
members gain a better understanding of Pittsburg 

State and the community within the Honors Col-
lege Association, but it also gives them an oppor-
tunity to put their best foot forward before final 
consideration. 

This year, the Honors College hosted yet another 
great Interview Day to finalize decisions on the 
newest freshman cohort.  Forty-four high school 
seniors were selected to interview on-campus, 
and accommodations were made via Skype for an 
applicant currently living abroad in Kazakhstan. 
The peer mentors had long-awaited meeting the 
potential mentees and future members of our or-
ganization. Dr. Fuchs also looks forward to seeing 
these interactions between current and potential 
members and says he enjoys getting to “put faces 
to the names of students [he has] been seeing on 
paper for four weeks.” 

As usual, the potential members arrived feeling 
nervous but became more open as they got to 
know each other and the peer mentors. Mentors 
would sometimes mention the feelings they expe-
rienced on their own Interview Day to help put the 
interviewees at ease. Alli Gregg, a current Honors 
College freshman, said, “It was such a gift to get 
to be there for the incoming freshmen, just as our 
peer mentors were there for us.”
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WELCOME, CLASS OF 2023
This August, over 1,000 incoming freshmen will 

begin their college journey at Pittsburg State Uni-
versity, and of these, thirty have been accepted into 
the Honors College.  Through applications, essays, 
and interviews, these students displayed exemplary 
leadership skills and academic achievements thus 

far, and their desire to apply themselves as they 
further their education makes them promising 
additions to our association and campus. We can’t 
wait to see this group grow throughout their time 
at Pittsburg State and are proud to announce the 
Honors College Association’s Class of 2023:

NAME   MAJOR                                  HIGH SCHOOL
Abby Brownfield  Pre-Med                         Webb City High School
Anna Bryant                Political Science                             Stockton R-1 High School
Taylor Brynds                Exploratory Studies                          Girard High School
Tabitha Caruthers  Chemistry and Spanish              Republic High School
Camryn Cramer  Accounting                                         Erie High School
Chloe DeYoung   Graphic Communications (Digital Media)   Paola High School
Niamh Dixon   Biology                Derby High School
Trinity Dobbs   Pre-Med               Webb City High School
Charity Dunlop   Biology                          Countryside Christian Academy
Joshua Evans   Computer Information Systems             Topeka High School
Isabella Friemel   Pre-Med               Southeast High School
Leah Hall   English                Almaty International School
Audrey  Hartwell  Social Work and Spanish             Shawnee Mission South
Marci Heatherly   Education               Girard High School
Grant Howard   Plastics Engineering Technology             Olathe Northwest High School
Aaron Higginbotham  Biology (Pre-Med)              St. Mary’s Colgan High School
Hunter Jacobs   Instrumental and Vocal Music Education.    El Dorado Springs High School
Spencer King   Biology (Pre-Med)              Carl Junction High School
Amber Large   Elementary Education              Branson High School
Ellen Lewis   Elementary Education              Blue Valley High School
MacKenzie Mansel  Psychology               Republic High School
Patrick Pennock  Undeclared                           Riverton High School
Madison Reese   Biology (Pre-Med)              Ozark High School
Emily Robertson  Nursing                Carl Junction High School
Claire Schmidt   Nursing                Pleasant Ridge High School
Braden Shelton   Biology (Pre-Med)             Fort Scott High School
Izabell Smiley   Undeclared               Columbus Unified High School
Zachary Smith   Undeclared               Columbus Unified High School
Nakoa Warren   Biology                Carl Junction High School
Paul Worsley   Biology                Pittsburg High School
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STUDENTS CONDUCT RESEARCH AT 
KANSAS POLYMER RESEARCH CENTER

B Y  G R A C E  H A W O R T H

Gaining real-world experience for your intend-
ed major is extremely beneficial, and a few Honors 
College students have taken charge of that through 
the Kansas Polymer Research Center (KPRC). Kinsey 
Morey, a freshman Chemistry major, is one of those 
students. Morey began working at the Kansas Polymer 
Research Center in June 2018 under Pitt State chem-
istry professor, Dr. Ram Gupta. Also working with Dr. 
Gupta was Kinsey’s brother Tucker Morey, and Brooks 
Neria. Tucker, a Chemistry major, began at the KPRC 
in January 2017, while Neria, a Biology and Political 
Science major, began in June 2018. 

“The KPRC provides students with the chance to 
conduct research in a setting similar to what can be 
found in Division I institutions,” Tucker said. 

“Most of the projects we do are oriented towards 
eco-friendliness,” Neria said. Together, Neria, Kinsey, 

and Tucker have all worked on creating batteries out 
of bio-waste materials such as soybean stems, banana 
peels, and orange peels. 

“I am currently making coin cell batteries from 
bio-waste materials such as soybean leaves and testing 
molybdenum carbides formed from bio-waste ma-
terials for hydrogen evolution reaction applications,” 
Tucker said. 

After their hard work researching, these students 
have had opportunities to present at research collo-
quiums. October 22, 2018, siblings Tucker and Kinsey 
went to Ames, Iowa to present their research at the 
2018 Midwest Regional American Chemical Society 
Meeting. More recently, on April 10, 2019, Kinsey 
presented her findings at the Pitt State Research Collo-
quium. 

“[Working at the KPRC] definitely made me more 
confident in the lab and with presenting,” Kinsey said. 

 “Research at the KPRC has enhanced my critical 
thinking skills along with allowing me to pursue my 
passion for science in a more rigorous manner,” Tuck-
er said. 

Two other honors students who work at KPRC are 
Lexington Peterson and Camille Holman, both du-
al-majors in Plastics Engineering Technology and 
Polymer Chemistry. Peterson started working at 
KPRC spring of this year, and Holman began in April 
2018. Both are currently working on projects dealing 
with the synthesis of new polymers from bio-based 
materials.

“I started to see the stuff that I do at work on the 
tests and homework for my classes,” Holman said. It 
has also helped Holman to create relationships with 
many of her professors. 

“Being employed at such a renowned facility as well 
as working alongside some incredible mentors has 
been a true honor. Additionally, it has provided me 
hands-on experience on many different testing prac-
tices that are appealing on my professional resume,” 
Lexington said. Honors students’ research displayed at PSU’s Research 

Colloquium.
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HONORS COLLEGE 
MAKES BANK 
WITH FUNDRAISING 
EVENTS

B Y  L A U R E N  H U C K E

During the month of March, Honors College 
students, alumni, and supporters worked hard to 
raise money for our organization by participating 
in Gorilla Giving Day and through a partnership 
with Buffalo Wild Wings. Gorilla Giving Day, 
held this year on March 4th, is a 24-hour event 
sponsored by the university annually. On this day, 
students, alumni, faculty, and friends of Pittsburg 
State University can donate to general or specific 
university funds. As a challenge to raise $1,000 
for the Honors College, Dr. Fuchs vowed to jump 
in the University Lake on March 21st. By the 
end Gorilla Giving Day, the Honors College was 
over $1,000 richer, and Dr. Fuchs had a promise 
to maintain. Despite the 55-degree weather, our 
fearless leader made his way into the water. “I went 
into this fully expecting to do the lake jump,” said 
Dr. Fuchs. “I had a feeling this would motivate 
some giving!” 

The second fundraising event was hosted on 
March 25th at Buffalo Wild Wings from 11:00 a.m. 
to 11:00 p.m. During this time, if a certain ticket 
was given to the cashiers, or if the Honors College 
was mentioned, 20% of the total bill was donated 
to our organization. Brooks Neria, a freshman on 
the Fundraising Committee, was in charge of this 
event. Neria was pleased with the outcome and 
thinks this is an idea that could be used again in 
the future. He would also like to thank those who 
showed up to support the Honors College Associ-
ation.
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JUST SWEAT IT OUT: 

HONORS COLLEGE SPONSORS TRIP 
TO THE BRITISH ISLES, SUMMER 2020

MARCH EVENT HELD AT THE RECREATION CENTER
B Y  L A U R E N  B R Y A N

On March 21, 2019, Honors College members 
took a break from their studies to partake in the 
monthly social event put on by the association. For 
the month of March, the Events Team scheduled 
an evening at the Student Recreation Center where 
members competed in dodgeball, basketball, and 
other miscellaneous activities in the gym. With over 
30 members in attendance, this event was full of 
laughs and much needed relief from the many hours 
spent staring at computer screens and textbooks. 
Our director, Dr. Fuchs, even joined in on the fun, 
throwing dodgeballs and shooting hoops with the 
students. Overall, this night was an overwhelming 
success and gave students an opportunity to see their 

B Y  A M A N D A  T R O U T

When a destination is announced with a t-shirt 
reveal, the trip is sure to be an adventure. It was 
during the March Honors College meeting that 
our director, Dr. Craig Fuchs, revealed the win-
ning itinerary for the upcoming HCA-sponsored 
study abroad opportunity by peeling off his Can-
ada jacket to display a forest green Ireland polo 
underneath. The room was clearly happy with the 
decision as it erupted into cheers. Finally, after 
several weeks of polls and tough decisions, the 
British Isles (England, Ireland, and Scotland) have 
been named as the locale fit for a fun summer of 
studying abroad.

The itinerary for the trip details interesting land-
marks and engaging activities. Examples include 
a trip around the “Ring of Kerry” in Killarney, 

Ireland; a viewing of the “Book of Kells” in Dub-
lin; a tour of Oxford University in London; and a 
tour of Edinburgh Castle in Scotland. In addition 
to witnessing these historical sights, students will 
explore some of the regions’ most interesting cities 
at their leisure. Additionally, the trip includes tast-
ing the local cuisines during planned dinners and 
spending nights in areas bustling with European 
culture.

With the help of the Honors College study 
abroad stipend, we hope many of our members 
will consider going on this trip next summer, 
though it is not limited to our membership. It will 
undoubtedly be a unique opportunity filled with 
food, fun, and friendship. The positive reception 
to the destination announcement made it clear 
that we can look forward to an exciting adventure 
in Summer 2020.
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INVOLVEMENT, 
LEADERSHIP & 
OTHER PILLARS

B Y  E M E R S O N  C O C H R A N

Honors College: What exactly does this en-
tail? At a surface glance, the Honors College 
can be regarded as a reward for high-achieving 
high schoolers as it offers merit-based scholar-
ships and invaluable academic support. How-
ever, the Honors College continues to hold its 
members to a higher standard, requiring stu-
dents to maintain high grades and to become 
involved in the school as our students most 
often do naturally. Students have been held 
accountable to meet criteria through a point 
system which, starting next year, will be re-
ferred to as Pillar Points. This is named for our 
organization’s pillars: Academic Achievement, 
Involvement and Leadership, Service to Others, 
Service to the Honors College, and Community. 
Students are expected to maintain a set grade 
point average that increases with class-stand-
ing and complete 21 honors credits in addition 
to serving the community and being active in 
the Honors College. To achieve involvement 
and leadership, every freshman is required to 
participate in at least one organization, though 
most are involved in multiple and remain in 
their favorites until graduation.

This year, our freshman class met this stan-
dard by taking advantage of the many opportu-
nities for involvement on campus from theater 
and band to Chemistry and Pre-med club. Here 
are photos commemorating a year of explora-
tion and leadership for just a few of our soon-
to-be-sophomores:

Trevor Graham traveled to compete with the Pitt 
State Golf Club.

Sarah Case and her team worked hard preparing and 
competing with this vehicle at the Baja SAE compe-
tition.

Zoey Rankin played percussion as part of our “Pride 
of the Plains” Marching Band.
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B Y  E M E R S O N  C O C H R A N

Friday, April 26, 2019, marked the 23rd an-
nual Leadership and Awards Banquet at Pitts-
burg State University. This event brings to-
gether student organization leaders and their 
advisors as well as faculty, staff, and student 
award nominees for recognition of leadership 
displayed across campus. At the end of the 
banquet, one of the highest honors is awarded: 
Outstanding Senior Man and Woman. Many 
Honors College students have previously 
achieved this status, and this year, we celebrate 
another member, Gretchen Reed, for joining 
the ranks this year as the 2019 Outstanding 
Senior Woman.

Gretchen is graduating with a Bachelor of 
Business Administration in Management and 
Marketing and a Bachelor of Arts in En-
glish-Professional Writing with a Spanish mi-
nor, maintaining a 4.0 GPA. She has served in 
15 campus organizations, such as Alpha Sigma 
Alpha, Honors College, Student Government, 
Admissions Ambassadors, Advancement Am-
bassadors, Pitt Pals, and Enactus. She has also 
worked as a Student Administrative Assistant 
in the Kelce Dean’s Office on campus for near-
ly 4 years, earned 31 honors and scholarships 
throughout her time at PSU, completed nearly 
95 service hours for 18 organizations through-
out her collegiate career, and studied abroad 
in Spain. 

After graduation, Gretchen will begin her 
career in finance as a Bank Trainee in the 
Commercial Credit department at the corpo-
rate office of Commerce Bank in downtown 

Kansas City, Missouri.
“I was honored to have even been consid-

ered a finalist for this award because I got to 
be associated with a group of involved, in-
telligent, and driven individuals, so actually 
receiving this honor was very exciting,” said 
Gretchen. “PSU has given me so much, and I 
am definitely happy to represent my student 
organizations in this way.” 

Gretchen will speak at the commencement 
ceremonies for the College of Business on 
Friday, May 10th and for the College of Edu-
cation on Saturday, May 11th. 

OUTSTANDING SENIOR 
WOMAN: GRETCHEN REED


